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however it is unclear whether such pts require surgical intervention or can 
continue to be treated by transcetheter t~chniquas. To evaluate the effectiVe- 
ness of repeat BAV, a retrospective review was performed of all 14 pts with 
Congani~ aorlio Stenosis who underwent a second BAV at our institution 
between 1987-1995. Medical records and c|neangiograms were reviewed 
to obt~n age, pro and pest gradients, and outcomes for the initial and re- 
peat BAV. The inttal BAV, performed at a median age of 6.0 yrs (range: 1 
mo-18.1 yrs), achieved an immediate reduction in gradient from 83 ± 6 to 
41 4- 4 mmHg (mean :~ SE; p < 0,001). Trace aortic regurgitation (AR) was 
produced in 6 pts and 2+ AR developed in 1 pt. A second BAV procedure 
was performed for recurrent an~c stanosis at a median interval from initial 
BAV of 6.0 yrs (2 mo-9.8 yre). The median age at the second BAV was 11.7 
yrs (2.0-21,3 ym). The recurrent gradient was reduced anutaly from 73 ~: 6 
to 38 :t: 5 mmHg (p < 0.001). Trace AR was produced in 4 pts and trace AR 
increased to 2+ in 3 pts. Three patients had unsatisfactory gradient relief (> 
60 mmHg) and required surgical intervention (Russ procedure n = 2; valve 
replacement n = 1), One late death occurred in a child with restrictive cer- 
dion~jopathy following triple valve replacement. The remaining 10 pts have 
not required furti~er intervention for aortic stanosis or regurgitation during a 
median follow-up edod of 23 rags (3-96 rags) after repeat BAV. 
Conclusion: Repeat BAV for recurrent aortic stanosis provides effective 
gradient relief without a high prevalence of significant AR, It offers worth- 
while paltiation for most patients wtth restenosis following previous I~AV for 
congenital aortic stanosis. 
LaSer Valvotomy With Balloon Valvuloplsety for  
Pulmonary Atresla With Intact Ventricular Septum 
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Laser valvotomy followed by balloon dilatation has been used to treat patients 
with pulmonary atrasia and intact ventdcular septum in our centre since 
1991. Selection criteria included a Idpadita ri,~}ht ventricle with no more than 
minor hypoplasla of the tricuspid valve. 9 infants aged 1-70 (me~:lian 4.5) 
days with weight of 2.1-4.7 (median 3.5) kg have been treated. A 4 or SF 
Cobra catheter was manipulated below the imperforate pulmonary valve with 
the aid of hand injections of contrast and a frozen lateral left venthoular 
ang~ogrem showing the pulmonary trunk opaclfied via the duct, PerforatiOn 
of the valve was achieved using a Trimedyne O.01B" laser guide wire with 
1-3 continuous wave laser firings of 3-S watts of 3-5 s duration. The 
laser guide wire or an 0.018" Flex T wire was passed into the pulmonary 
tnJnk and into the right pulmonary artery or the descending aorta via the duct. 
Dilatation of the valve was performed first with a 3--3,5F cemnaw angieplasty 
balloon of 2-4 mm diameter and then by a 5-8 mm balloon, Valvotomy and 
balloon dilatation was successful in 8 patients, the failure being due to laser 
breakdown, The only complication was transient SVT. Pmstaglandin E was 
discontinued immediately but was recommenced in 2 patients for 30 and 49 
days. Right ventdcular outflow velocities foflowing ductal closure were 1,6- 
3,8 m/s (mean 2.6) and oxygen saturation were 60-9P/~ (mean 76). Repeat 
beJloon dilatation was required in 2 patients after 22 and 116 days. At follow 
up after 90-1720 (median 98) days, right ventd~lar outflow velocities were 
1.6-4,5 m/s and oxygen saturations 70-97%, The oldest patient, now 4 years 
old had surgical relief of Infundibular stenosls and closure of ASD. Another 
patient requires imilar surgery. Laser valvctomy and balloon dilatation offers 
a safe and effective alternative to surgical pulmonary valvotomy in this group 
of patients, 
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Effects of Gender on the Dynamic Relation 
Between VentrlCular Repolerlzatlon and Heart Bate 
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J. Schwartz. Dept of Mad, Univ of Milan and Dept of Cardiol, Univ of Pavia, 
IT 
Women have a longer QTc than men on surface elec~'ocerdiogram. To 
verify whether gender related differences exist in the dynamio relation be- 
tween vantrioular repoladzation and cycle length, we analized 24-hour Holtar 
recordings of 20 female iF} and 20 male (M) healthy young subjects. In 14 
of them recordings were repeated after beta-blocl~de (BB, 3-day nadotsl 
80 mg dally). The ear[},, bortion (QTp) and the entire QT Interval (QTe) were 
automatically measured by a dedicated algomythm (Ela Medical) and the 
linear regression slopes (QTp/RR and QTe/RR) were calculated. In control 
conditions F had a shorter RR Intmval than M (803 + 129 vs 877 d: 86 ms, p 
0,037). QTp and QTe at constant cycle langlh (1000 ms) were longer in F 
than M (330 :~: 20 vs 309 ± 18 ms, p = 0,002 and 4.10 =l: 17 vs 389 :~: 19 ms, 
b = 0.002, respectively). Both QTp/RR and QTe/RR slopes were steeper in F 
than in M (0.20 4- 0.04 vs 0.16:1: 0,03, p ~ 0,001 and 0.16 4- 0,04 vs 0.13 4- 
0.03, p = 0.027, respectively), BB reduced QTp/RR slope by 21% (p = 0.002) 
in both gendem and did not modify QTe/RR slope. Thus, the dynamic relation 
between venlricular repoladzation and heart rate is affected by gender. The 
differences in QTa and QTe duration between males and females are more 
marked at long cycle lengths and seem to be independent of the level of 
sympathetic activity. 
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Prolonged duration or increased dispersion of repotadzation (Rap) and de- 
creased heart rate variability (HRV) indiCate an elevated sk of cardiac death 
in pOstinfarction patients. There are no olin[cat data as to whether these ECG 
parameters provide independent clinical information, The aim of our study 
was to examine association between Rap and HRV parameters in 57 stable 
ischsmic heart disease ~ (mean age: 61 4- 12 years). A standard 12-lead 
ECG served to analyze repotsdzation duration (QTc) and dispersion (JTd; 
maX-rain JT in 12 leads), and 24-hour HoRer ECG recording was used to 
evaluate time-domain HRV parameters: 1) SDNN ~ standard deviation of 
all normal RR intervals; rMSSD ~ root mean square successive difference; 
SDANN ~ standard deviation of the mean of all 5-rain segments of normal 
RR intervals; SDNNIX - -  mean of standard deviations of all normal RR in- 
tervals for all 5-rain segments. Mean :~ sd (ms) values for all parameters (in 
parentheses) with correlation coefficients for relationship between repelar* 
izatlon and HRV v~;~!e~ sr~ .nre~sntr..,d belo;'t (all p values for correlation 
coefficients > 0.10): 
HRV: SDNN rMSSD SDANN SDNNIX 
R_ep~, (!2T4"~) . H~,~.~'0 (111 -~-~, (SS:~31) 
QT~ (40B ~ 31) -0,18 -0`19 -0.08 0,01 
(62 ~- ~) -o.os 0.09 o.o8 0`o~ 
COnclusions: Repetsdzatian duration and dispersion do not show any re- 
latiOnship with HRV parameters in stable is,chemic heart disease pa6ents. 
The simultaneous evaluation of repoladzation and HRV parameters there- 
fore provides complementary information about myocardial substrata and 
autonomic activity in patients with ischemic heart disease. 
~ Inf luences of Autonomic Tone on  GT Interval 
Rate-Dependence Can Be Assessed by 24-Hour 
ECG Recording 
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A selective approach of vantdcular repoladzation (VR) has been studied by 
atrial pacing with pharmacological interventions dudng daytime. This study 
is based on spontaneous d.~ta obtained from 24-Hour ECG to dissociate 
the influences of heart rate (HR), autonomic tone and myocardial disease 
on spontaneous VR variations in 15 normal controls (C) and in 12 pts with 
chronic heart failure (CHF). Age and sex ratio were not different between 
the groups. The QRS complexes were classified according to the mean RR 
interval over the preceding minute which had to be stable (a vadallon of 15 ms 
was allowed). An average Qn$ template wee created from those individual 
complexes to improve the signal4o.noise ratio. From each recording, day and 
dight pedods were processed separately. The QT apex intervals (QTa) and 
the slopes of the curves relating ~..'ra nd Stable RR {ntsrvals were measured 
for each template. A diurnal and a nocturnal QTa were calculated for a stable 
RR interval equal to the mean RR interval over 24 hours to obtain a diurnal and 
a nocturnal QTa at similar constant HR. The difference between nocturnal 
and diurnal QTa was also calculated. Strong positive linear relationships 
between QTa and RR inten~als were present in each pt at daytime and at 
night (r > 0.91 ). For the same stable RR interval, the QTa interval was shorter 
dudng the day than at night in both groups. The physiological circadian QTa 
variation (20 :~ 6 me) was reduced in CHF (8 • 10 ms, p = 0,002) mainly 
due to steeper QTa/RR night slopes in CHF (0,15 4- 0,05) than in C (0.11 
~- 0.04, p < 0,05). Thus, pts with CHF demonstrate an impairment in the 
ctrcadian variation of VR duration inde~oendant of HR. The influences of 
HR, autonomic tone and myocardial disease on spontaneous QT [ntewal 
